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, • " '.:.·\·.,: s-.!.'i·''iJi...'?,~.•::,.:.:.::,';' , . , IS\' A~OS An MllIIl Ilm.MI<.S :,
I: , ..'" r 'f IF,. "~:• ';;;j ;r .", ' ,J.,.t ". r.. / '.:: . .' "::" ',.s": :.". " "I ..' , ' . ; .', . " c,' '. . " ,
. . . I r€ctiltly atl1!na~""~' 'ptogram ) ,,: The big night (ina,lIyarrived. All of' ' sat I1JY.mother ~nd rather. A delicious.' ' " !

\featuring little· children, The church tlie kids were behind the curtainlbeln~ . tremor s~o$ my body when I saw 'f ,

was filled wi~hproud parents, and the ", ' ,shepltered into plac~ I>ytheir teacherS.. them. They would ~ S() yel'y proud 9f I' I .
tiny boys and girls ~id ~ spl~ndid job. ,',) .Wecould hear th~ au~itorium rUlingup '.' me and proQdof,the fI~wless r.ecilatilln OJ
They sang with gusto and recited witb ~ and there 'was grea\ excitemenL. I,wasaboulto give. ~" '. ,~ "" i,", .

confidel)ce.Andmy mi~dtraV~Jed'back "" amongst\~ .he. ~hiJ~re~;' ~verything " I • 'M~ teach~r, from ,orr~lag~. signaled. ',\ I r, ..i "';1,.....~ 'I
almost 50 years ~o a tame when I par-·, ,_ became rr~ntJ~ as the, t~~hers ad- 1 ' th;lt I~ was tUlle Cor ~e to glye my one. {,' ' . ,_"-:, .~ ~ ~
ticipated in " church program. I' justed ties and straight~ned skirts. We . !ientenc~: 1 (ook:t.hree pac,'~' forward. "', c~C)in reaction. The young chi!dren. I
'remember it well, because it turned .,', could hear the people in the auditorium. '. open~d ,my mouth" but· nothi!lg came "~lghlYnervous, became sick when they
into thc:greatest disaslerormy life. ,.' talking and laughin~~'and ~t was then " .., b~t.' .' _.. . " -,: ,: s.aw,me become si~k. peacon Barkley, "
I was five,years old alld I attended ' " that ,I nolic~. the nervolisness qC .my I '.' ,I' do not know what ca~se~ my ',r. who had a ve~y weak stomach, threw i

Sunday 'School at the ShilQh Baptist little co~panions. The children. were,· ~\ paralysi~.1 think il WaSthe expressions up. ~he organi'st threw up. Parents all "
Church. We were to give a progr~m 01 ./. scared.! couldn't .underSland this as I l saw on' my parent's )aces, ~en I .':' oyer th~ auditorium were hejlvin~ ~fl~ I
mu~lcCorour paren~ and we practiced'" was ~o extremely calm myself. ~hat ,,' "looked.down at them I saw ~~t ~p- , ,r~ning for nUlexits .. ~ ..' . ' ,
all ",eek.' 1 did remarkably well in was there to be scared about? Wekne.w ': prehension, Sweat was rolling from my Th~ minister. a very stern, no- i

,i practice, and I was looking forward to. . the song, anI) I,~pe\l!,the small speech 1 ,', falher's forehead al)d my.motller, was, .nonsense ty~, w~lked onto the stage. \.!'
the big night with great enthusiasm, ' • had to give before w~ started, ~inging. "franti~ally biting her fingernails. Why . -He stood .looking at the disa~ter thjlt '
My class was to sIng a little song and' ]'he teachers also' noticed the ner- f would they ev~nconsider my 'failing? ',h~d strl;lc~.his cburch and his fjlee held ' ,

I .wall,to introduce it. AUtl had ~odo; vousness that was grQwingquite heavy, ". I began to .tremble., My little kQ~s ~ :' ~ sorrllwCLiIWHY ME' kind of ex. ,!
. when the curlaiQ opened, \vas to step , and they circled amongst the, children ,'so)mded like castanets. My teacher was preSSion.He stood for long moments as j'

forward three paces, and 'say, "The whisPering the advice that all per- '., snapping her fingers signaling me to '. if in prayer. As i(he were 'asking God, '
'Sunshine' Class will' now sing ...Jesus fl)rmers were neryous and, to be a Ii~Ue . , .proceed. My classmates were stariqg ,J for a .measure of' strength to see him I '
Loves the Litpe Ch,iJdren."\ ' ' ',. Inervouswasqui~eallr,ght.::" , "\' I at l1\,ean~ my bewild~~eqt.~.~rrled tl). " tllrough {~e next few minutes. He ,
I practiced !'8ying this ()ne sen~~nce The lights In the church dlmm~ an!i 's~pintoeyeryf?ne. . , . leaned forward 'and spoke into the .

, . continually until I knew it by hear~. ,I the voices beyond the..curtainwere still. I then di,d what every 'normal chil4 ' microphone. . \':'
- b~d no.feai of not perrormlng to per,' , Th!~ was ~he moment.. My. ~lf-. woul~havedo~e. ,~ "LET, ALI- Of 11S RE~EMBERI I

fecllon: This would be fun, and l would. assurance was simply mat;velous. The I vomited. . THAT Gql)' LOVES THE L1TTLI'!-;'
'be sopr<_lud'of doing something in ftont '\ curtain opened slowly 'and I saw that". This· was certainly ba~ enough in CHILDREN: '1 ' ,

ofmy parents. ','. .) I the church ~~s filled. In !~efront row . '.' }tself_..butmy thrQwipg ~,p,caused' a, I; ,flu~hedidn'l soull"~llthatsincere., '
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